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SUBJ: SAN JOSE PRESS REPORTS FIGUERES TRAVELING TO 
PRC AND USSR 

BEGIN SUMMARY: LA NACION FRONTPAGED REPORT THAT 
PRESIDENT FIGUERES WOULD VISIT THE SOVIET UNION AND 
CHINA FROM JUNE 25 TO JULY 9. THE REPORT WAS APPARENTLY 
BASED ENTIRELY ON A CHINESE NEWS SERVICE ( SINJUA) STORY, 

AND FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIALS AND MRS. FIGUERES HAVE 
PRIVATELY DENIED THAT ANY SUCH TRIP IS 
SCHEDULED. END SUMMARY. 

1. LA NACION REPORTED IN CONSIDERABLE DETAIL THIS MORNING, 
APRIL 23, THAT PRESIDENT AND MRS. FIGUERES TO VISIT THE 
SOVIET UNION JUNE 25-30 AND CHINA JULY 1-9. THE REPORT, 

WHICH WAS BASED ON A CHINESE NEWS AGENCY ( SINJUA) REPORT, 
SAID THE PRESIDENT WOULD BE ACCOMPANIED BY FOREIGN MINISTER 
AND MRS. FACIO, MINISTER OF PUBLIC SECURITY VAL VERDE VEGA, 
MINISTER OF EDUCATION GOMEZ, MINISTER OF CULTURE CANAS, 

AND JOSE RAFAEL CASTILLO ZAMORA. 

2. THE LA NACION REPORT NOTED THAT OF THE PRC NEWS MEN 
RECENTLY IN COSTA RICA, TWO WERE FROM THE SINJUA AGENCY 
THAT ORIGINATED THE REPORT. IT ADDED THAT THESE JOURNALISTS 
HAD MET WITH PRESIDENT FIGUERES AND INVITED HIM TO VISIT 
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CHINA. 

3. LA NACION' S COVERAGE OF THIS STORY HAS CAUSED CONCERN 
AND SOME BEWILDERMENT IN PRIVATE AND OFFICIAL CIRCLES HERE. 
EARLIER REPORTS OF A POSSIBLE TRIP THAT HAD BEEN CARRIED ON 
RADION WERE CATEGORICALLY DENIED BY THE MINISTRY OF THE 
PRESIDENCY ON APRIL 18. THE MINISTRY SAID FIGUERES 
CURRENTLY ONLY HAD PLANS FOR ONE VISIT ABROAD, TO THE 
UNITED STATES MAY 1-12. MRS. FIGUERES. MOREOVER, TOLD 

THE AMBASSADOR TODAY THAT THERE ARE NO PLANS TO VISIT CHINA 
OR THE SOVIET UNION. SHE ADDED THAT THIS WAS THE WORK OF 

CASTILLO ZAMORA. SEE EMBTEL 1361. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY LIKE- 
WISE DENIED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF A TRIP TO THESE 
COUNTRIES. A MINISTRY OFFICIAL ADDED THAT CASTILLO 
WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT HAPPEN AND WAS PUSHING 
THE IDEA. ( CASTILLO ZAMORA IS A COSTA RICA BUSINESSMAN 
WHO HEADS UP AN UNOFFICIAL OFFICE IN SAN JOSE FOR DEVELOPMENT 
OF COMMERCIAL CONTACTS WITH THE PRC.) 

4. COMMENT: THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT FIGUERES WAS INVITED TO 
VISIT CHINA BY THE JOURNALISTS AND HE PROBABLY HAS A 
STANDING INVITATION TO VISIT THE SOVIET UNION. HOWEVER, 

AS THE LOCAL REACTION TO SUCH A TRIP WOULD LIKELY BE 
NEGATIVE, FIGUERES WOULD PROBABLY NOT WANT TO TRY IT IN 
THIS SENSITIVE PRE- ELECTION PERIOD WITHOUT A GOOD FEEL 
FOR PUBLIC OPINION. THE ECHEVARRIA VISIT TO THE USSR AND 
CHINA TOGETHER WITH FIGUERES TRIP TO THE STATES MAY HAVE 
PROVIDED THE RIGHT TIMING FOR A TRIAL BALOON. 
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